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1 THE ISSUE 

1.1 This report invites the Licensing (Taxi & Private Hire) Sub-Committee to consider 
Mr Skaczkowski’s application for the grant of a Hackney Carriage Proprietors 
Licence. 

1.2 The policy adopted by the Council requires that each application be dealt with on 
its own merits. Furthermore, Bath & North East Somerset Council regulate the 
number of Hackney carriage Proprietor Licenses it issues in Bath (zone 1). When 
the Council determines any application for new hackney Carriage Proprietors 
Licence it will do so having regard to the recommendations of an independent 
Unmet Demand Survey. All such applications shall be determined by the relevant 
Licensing Sub-Committee. 

2 RECOMMENDATION 

2.1 That the Sub-Committee determine the issue. 

3 RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS (FINANCE, PROPERTY, PEOPLE) 

3.1 There are no resource implications arising from this report.  The fee for this 
application is £190 and the licence fee will be £114 should the application be 
successful. 

 



 

4 STATUTORY CONSIDERATIONS AND BASIS FOR PROPOSAL 

4.1 Hackney Carriage vehicles are licensed under section 37 of the Town Police 
Clauses Act 1847, as amended. 

4.2 Section 47 of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 states; 

(1) A district council may attach to the grant of a licence of a Hackney Carriage 
under the Act of 1847 such conditions as the district council consider 
reasonably necessary. 

(2) Without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing subsection, a district 
council may require any Hackney Carriage licensed by them under the Act of 
1847 to be of such design or appearance or bear such distinguishing marks 
as shall clearly identify it as a Hackney Carriage. 

(3) Any person aggrieved by any conditions attached to such a licence may 
appeal to a magistrates’ court. 

4.3 An applicant aggrieved by the refusal of a district council to grant a Hackney 
Carriage proprietors licence may, by virtue of the Public Health Acts appeal to a 
Crown Court to review the decision of the Council. 

4.4 The Transport Act 1985 allows a district council to limit the number of Hackney 
Carriage proprietorship licences issued, provided that the Council is satisfied that 
there is no significant demand for the services of Hackney Carriages, which is 
unmet. 

4.5 An unmet demand survey was carried out in Bath by an independent consultant 
during March and December 2014.  The final report determined that there is 
evidence of significant unmet demand and recommended increasing the overall 
number of licenses in Zone 1 by 3, from 122 to 125.  (A copy of the relevant 
section of the conclusion and recommendation of the survey is produced at 
Annex A). 

4.6 A report was taken to the Licensing Committee on 19 June 2015 and the 
provision of 3 extra licences was ratified by a Single Member Decision which was 
taken by the Cabinet Member for Community Services in September 2015. 

4.7 The current Policy on Hackney Carriage and Private Hire licensing standards for 
drivers, vehicles and operators states “That any new Hackney Carriage 
Proprietors licenses issued in Bath (zone 1) in light of the results of a survey will 
be issued on the condition that the vehicle is fully accessible and has a side 
loading capability.  To be deemed fully accessible a vehicle shall cater for a 
range of disabilities for example visual, aural and ambulant disabilities.  Any 
replacement vehicle shall be to the same or higher specification”.  And further 
states “That all vehicles will normally be less than five years old when first 
licensed”.  (The full policy is produced at Annex C). 

 

  



 

 

5 THE REPORT 

5.1 Mr Skaczkowski applied for the grant of a Hackney Carriage Proprietors licence 
on the 1st July 2015 (A copy of the application form is produced at Annex B). 

5.2 The application is for a Peugeot Eurotaxi fully accessible side loading vehicle 
first registered in 2015.  The vehicle is less than five years old at the time of this 
application and therefore complies with current policy requirements. 

5.3 The vehicle is equipped with high visibility grab handles, high visibility edges to 
entrance/exit steps, high visibility seat trims and high visibility wheelchair ramp 
edges to aid visually impaired passengers. 

5.4 The vehicle is fitted with a hearing aid loop system for ease of communication 
with the driver. 

5.5 The vehicle is factory equipped with a slide out ramp with high visibility edging to 
facilitate wheelchair access.  This ramp is integral to the vehicle and does not 
have to be carried separately.  This is an important feature for accessible 
vehicles as it ensures that the ramp is easily deployed by the driver and cannot 
be separated from the vehicle or forgotten. 

5.6 On the 15th September 2015 the Cabinet Member for Community Services 
accepted the findings of the Unmet Demand Survey and agreed to increase the 
limit of Hackney Carriage proprietors’ licences in Bath (zone 1) to 125. 

6 RATIONALE 

6.1 Each application for a licence will be treated on its own merits and in line with the 
current Policy on Hackney Carriage and Private Hire Licensing Standards  

7 OTHER OPTIONS CONSIDERED 

7.1 None 

8 CONSULTATION 

8.1 The Council's Monitoring Officer (Head of Legal and Democratic Services and 
Council Solicitor) and Section 151 Officer (Divisional Director - Finance) and 
Information Governance Officer have had the opportunity to input to this report 
and have cleared it for publication. 

 



 

 

9 RISK MANAGEMENT 

9.1 A risk assessment related to the issue and recommendations has been 
undertaken, in compliance with the Council's decision making risk management 
guidance. 

Contact person  John Dowding 01225 477689 

Background 
papers 

Bath & North East Somerset Council Taxi Unmet Demand Study 
Final Report April 2015. Policy on Hackney Carriage and Private 
Hire Licensing Standards –Drivers, Vehicles and Operators.  
Application Form 

Please contact the report author if you need to access this report in an 
alternative format 
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